
Regional Threats Regional Threats

Most Appropriate / Preferred Management Actions

DESIRED STATE
Supportive community*

TRANSITION STATE
Informed / aware community

UNDESIRED STATE
Disconnected Community

Thresholds or

Tipping Points

• Places with cultural heritage have been 
systematically and comprehensively identified 
and included in relevant inventories or 
reserves 

• Cultural heritage places are in very good 
condition with identified values retaining a 
high degree of integrity 

• Current and predicted impacts or pressures 
should have little effect on the heritage values 
of individual places (e.g. loss of knowledge 
and traditional cultural practice, incremental 
destruction of sites) 

• Some places with cultural heritage value have 
been systematically identified and included in 
relevant inventories or reserves 

• Heritage places are in fair condition but their 
values may lack integrity 

• Current and predicted impacts or pressures 
are likely to have some effect on the heritage 
values of individual places and some 
landscapes (e.g. loss of knowledge and 
traditional cultural practice, incremental 
destruction of sites) 
 

• Places with heritage values have not been 
identified 

• Heritage places are in degraded condition and 
their values lack integrity  

• Current and predicted impacts or pressures 
are wide ranging and if unchecked, will 
irreversibly affect the heritage values of 
individual places and landscapes  (e.g. loss of 
knowledge and traditional cultural practice, 
incremental destruction of sites) 
 

• Loss or degradation of Aboriginal 
knowledge and heritage 

• Loss or degradation of natural and historic 
heritage 

• Inadequate resourcing 

 
• Loss or degradation of Aboriginal 

knowledge and heritage 
• Loss or degradation of natural and historic 

heritage 
• Inadequate resourcing 

Key Shocks 
• Political changes 
• Legislative changes 

 
Main Drivers 
• Climate change 
• Economic impacts 

(individual financial 
stability) 

• Contribute towards maintaining the region’s cultural heritage  
• Contribute to protecting and maintaining Cultural Intellectual property  

Controlling Variable(s) 
• Ability to act (financial and other resources) 
• Knowledge about what to do 

 
The controlling variable is the particular aspect of a 
system that controls whether or not it will move 
towards or away from a threshold point. 

• Contribute towards maintaining the region’s cultural heritage 
• Contribute to protecting and maintaining Cultural Intellectual property  

 

Thresholds exist between states and are yet to be defined fully. 
Specific thresholds relating to the controlling variable also vary across the region. 


